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But I should probably die before I had done half of it; no publisher would undertake the risk of it; and if any did, " Dora," reluctant to die, would no doubt put tis both in prison for using so much paper. Therefore I had better be content with the divine suggestion, and not spoil it by my human failure -to execute.
And so I may say, for good, Vahte to the public, abandoning the rest of the leave-taking to their discretion.1
GEORGE SAINTSBURY.
I  ROYAL CRESCENT, BATH, Christmas, 1918.
1 I have to give, not only my usual thanks to Professors Elton, Ker, and Gregory Smith for reading my proofs, and making most valuable suggestions, but a special acknowledgment to Professor Ker, at whose request Miss Elsie Hitchcock most kindly looked up for me, at the British Museum, the exact title of that striking novel of M. H. Cochin (<u. inf. p. 554 note). I have, in the proper places, already thanked the authorities of the Reviews above mentioned; but I should like also to recognise here the liberality of Messrs. Rivington in putting the contents of my Essays on FrencJt Novelists entirely at my disposal. And I am under another special obligation to Dr. Hagbert Wright for giving me, of his own motion, knowledge and reading of the fresh batch of seventeenth-century novels noticed below (pp. xiv-xvi).